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I ought to have the next week at least for preparation to
keep my New York engagement.

If after reading this you shall notify me that you still
think I can undertake the duty you suggest, will you deem
it amiss if I hint that I should be glad to know who the
third member of the Commission will be ?

Your obedient servant,

GBOVEK CLEVELAND.

This letter contains a reference to a plan which the Presi-
dent had formed, but had not disclosed, when his efforts
with the operators and mine workers had failed. He had
decided that if they would not consent to the appointment
of a commission, he would resort to drastic measures, as-
sume powers which the Constitution did not specifically
give him, and appoint an investigating or arbitrating com-
mission without regard to whether or not the operators
asked for it or agreed to abide by its decisions. He asked
Mr. Cleveland, in the letter quoted above, to accept a place
on such a commission, with Carroll D. Wright and one
other person. Mr. Cleveland's reply, which is given above,
shows that he was not troubled with doubts about the uncon-
stitutionally of the President's proposal, for he gave his
consent to serve.

This commission was only part of the President's plan.
The investigation which it was to conduct would take time.
In order that mining operations might be resumed as
speedily as possible, the President consulted with Senator
Quay, who was all powerful in Pennsylvania politics, and
was assured by him that whenever the President desired
him to do so he would have the Governor of the State notify
the President that he could not keep order in the coal re-
gions and needed Federal interference. The President
then informed Major-General John M. Schofield that in
case of Federal interference he wished to send him to the
coal regions with the regular army troops with instruc-
tions to act as receiver of the mines, take full charge, put
down all violence, and disregard any orders from the